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AGENDA 
 City of Dunwoody Community Council 
Thursday, September 10, 2009 – 7:00 PM 


41 Perimeter Center East, City Council Chambers 
 


 


 
A. Call to Order / Roll Call 
 
B. Approval of Minutes from August 13, 2009. 


 
C. Old Business 


 
1. None 


 
D. New Business 


 
1. Discussion of text amendment to Chapter 27, Pre-submittal meetings 


 
2. Discussion of text amendments to Chapter 21, §12: Non-Residential Zoning 


District Sign Regulations  
 


E. Discussion items 
 


 1. Discussion of Community Council mission 
 


 2. Discussion of Special Called Meeting to address Comprehensive Plan Draft 
 


F. Other items not otherwise addressed by this agenda 
 
1. Citizen Comment 


 
G. Adjourn 
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City of Dunwoody Community Council 
Thursday, August 13, 2009 – 7:00 PM 


41 Perimeter Center East, Suite 103, Dunwoody, GA 30346 
 
 


Call to Order / Roll Call: 
The meeting was called to order. All were present. 
 
Approval of Minutes from June 11, 2009: 
Austin Kearney motioned to approve the June 11, 2009 meeting minutes as presented. Page Olson 
seconded. The vote carried unanimously.  
 
Old Business: 
There was none at this time.  


 
New Business: 
 
Discussion of Dennis Crean’s memo ‘New Business for Thursday’s Meeting’, dated June 9, 
2009:  All members of the Board discussed the need to clarify the roll of Community Council, City 
Boards, and the DHA. Overall, they concluded that if they feel the role of the Community Council 
should change, they should generate ideas and present their ides to the City Council. They would 
like a special called work session meeting to take place within the next two months and Al 
Alberghini is going to take the lead on the timing of the meeting.    
 
Discussion of text amendments to Chapter 27, §5A and §5D: Public notice requirements for 
zoning actions in the City of Dunwoody:  Jennifer Peterson, Community Development Director, 
presented the text amendments indicating the modification of the process and the code. Tom Dwyer 
was not keen on the idea of adding time to process however; he said it is valuable to have full public 
notice prior to meetings. Tom Dwyer also stated that he does not feel the need to allow for items to 
be tabled for discussion at a later date and said there was no value in having all of the information 
completed and made public for the notice period. Page Olson said that she likes the ideas presented 
by Council Member Wittenstein requiring a full notice prior to their meetings. Page Olson also 
recommended that it would be helpful for applicants to conduct a neighborhood meeting on their 
own prior to filing their application.   
 
The following suggestions were made: 
 
Size of the signs: Opposed the idea of 12 square foot signs; 12 square feet is too big. The size of 
the signs should be large enough to accommodate the changes indicated below. The Board was 
unanimous in this decision. 
 
Text size: All lettering should be printed and not handwritten, and 4 inch lettering is too big it 
should be limited to 2.5 inches maximum. The Board was unanimous in this decision. 
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Distance of mailing notice:  The distance of mailing notices will be increased from 250 feet to 500 
feet. All on the Board were in favor except for Dennis Crean and Tom Dwyer who opposed. 
 
Required web posting of agenda:  All opposed with the exception of Page Olson. The Board 
likes the idea, however; this should be a part of the process, but not put in the code.  
 
Required web posting of staff report at time of notice:  All opposed with the exception of Page 
Olson. They do not feel this should be placed in the code and that it is not necessary to receive 
items this early.    
 
Stating of color of signs in the code:  All opposed with the exception of Page Olson. The Board 
likes the idea, however; this should be a part of the process, but not put in the code. 
 
Additional Recommendations:  


1. There is no need to table items for a month: All were in favor except for Brian Cosgrove 
and Tom Dwyer who opposed. 


2. There is no need to receive packets when the public notice is posted. They like the 
timing that is currently in place. 


3. The Board likes the current size of the legal ads and Robin Burch asked that they do not 
get any smaller. 


 
Other items not otherwise addressed by this agenda:  
There were no other items. 
 
Adjourn: 
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned.  
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City of Dunwoody, Georgia Community Council September 10, 2009 


MEMORANDUM 
Date: September 10, 2009 


Subject: Text Amendment to the Zoning Ordinance 


 


At the direction of the Dunwoody Mayor & City Council, staff presents a new requirement 
for an applicant pursuing an amendment to the land use plan, an amendment to the official zoning 
map or special land use permit, or a major amendment/modification to a condition of zoning. This 
requirement follows the DeKalb County model, wherein an applicant has to hold and attend a pre-
submittal meeting with the community adjoining the subject property prior to beginning the City 
meeting/approval process. 


 


The details of the procedure are contained in the text of the amendment, below. 


 


“No application for an amendment to the land use plan, an amendment to the official 


zoning map or special land use permit, or a major amendment/modification to a condition 


of zoning shall be filed and/or accepted for filing until such time as the applicant has 


attended and held a publicized pre-submittal community meeting(s) with surrounding 


neighborhood association(s)/community groups within one-half (1/2) mile of the subject 


property and adjacent and nearby property owners within five hundred (500) feet of the 


subject property.  A notice of the pre-submittal community meeting shall be made in writing.  


The pre-submittal community meeting shall be scheduled at a time agreeable to the 


association/group in a facility within two (2) miles of the subject property and shall not take 


place less than fifteen (15) days after the date of the written notice.  Applicants are required 


to provide documentation that verifies the occurrence of said meeting(s), including but not 


limited to notice letter, sign-in sheets or correspondence from the neighborhood 


association(s) or residents from the community before the application can be considered 


complete.” 








PRE-SUBMITTAL COMMUNITY MEETING 


 


No application for an amendment to the land use plan, an amendment to the official 


zoning map or special land use permit, or a major amendment/modification to a condition 


of zoning shall be filed and/or accepted for filing until such time as the applicant has 


attended and held a publicized pre-submittal community meeting(s) with surrounding 


neighborhood association(s)/community groups within one-half (1/2) mile of the subject 


property and adjacent and nearby property owners within five hundred (500) feet of the 


subject property.  A notice of the pre-submittal community meeting shall be made in 


writing.  The pre-submittal community meeting shall be scheduled at a time agreeable to 


the association/group in a facility within two (2) miles of the subject property and shall 


not take place less than fifteen (15) days after the date of the written notice.  Applicants 


are required to provide documentation that verifies the occurrence of said meeting(s), 


including but not limited to notice letter, sign-in sheets or correspondence from the 


neighborhood association(s) or residents from the community before the application can 


be considered complete. 
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City of Dunwoody, Georgia Community Council September 10, 2009 


MEMORANDUM 
Date: September 10, 2009 


Subject: Text Amendment to the Sign Ordinance 


 


Staff presents the following proposal to amend the City of Dunwoody Sign Ordinance. 
Currently, in most instances commercial wall signage in the City of Dunwoody is limited to one such 
sign, and that sign must be mounted on the building’s “façade”. A façade is specifically defined in 
the sign ordinance as “the exterior wall of a building facing any street which provides direct ingress 
and egress to the lot.” Corner lots fronting two public rights of way are afforded two signs, as long 
as the property has a means of ingress/egress from both rights of way. 


The proposal before you is to create an exception for commercial building signage placed on 
or above the 12th story of the building. This exception would remove the restriction for sign 
placement on facades only, and instead allow signage to be mounted on any wall, irrespective of 
street location(s). 


 


Chapter 21, Article III, §12(e), and will read “Non-residential and mixed-use buildings 12 
stories or more are not restricted as to the location of wall signs placed on or above the 12th 
story. However, no wall sign shall exceed any roof line.” 





